




Light on the RIGHTS

13

 Article 7  

The right to Access to Education  

 

 7.1 There should be no technical, financial or sociocultural barriers 
to secondary education.  

 7.2 Entry to any type of higher education should be available to all 
who have completed secondary education. Higher education 
entrance criteria should be flexible and be aimed at encourag-
ing access.  

 7.3 School students should not be required to specialize before they 
are fully aware of the importance and impact of their choice.  

 7.4 Facilities must be provided for disabled people enabling them to 
receive education on an equal basis with non-disabled students.  

 7.5 Any break during a study career must be allowed without loss 
of any achieved study credits and without loss of the right to 
continue education.  

 



Article 8 

The right to maintain Cultural and Personal Identity  

 

 8.1 Every one should have the right to maintain their cultural heri-
tage. School students speaking a minority language should be 
offered lessons in the language in question. Optional courses on 
minority language and culture should also be offered to stu-
dents representing the majority population  

 8.2 The school must respect the individuality of school students. 
Equality in education shall not mean uniformity: students have 
to be allowed to develop their personal abilities and identities 
towards the direction they want to.  

 

Article 9  

The right to gender Equality  

 

 9.1 Discrepancy in skills between school students because of a 
gender specific socialization should be compensated by means 
of education. Schools will actively work for gender equality in 
society.  

 9.2 In order to achieve education promoting gender equality, sexes 
must not be presented in stereotypes in the educational pro-
cess.  

 9.3 The staff at secondary schools must be hired due to competence 
and ability, with no regard to gender, religion, origin, sexual 
orientation and so on. In order to offer school students a repre-
sentative vision of our diverse societies. 
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Article 10 
The right to a flexible school  

 

 10.1 The authorities in question should give the school a flexible 
framework still defining general guidelines and minimum 
requirements.  

 10.2 Education and learning should not be regarded as occurring 
only during the years in school. The school system should 
adapt itself to serve the principle of continuous education. 
Students must be taught abilities and given facilities to 
actively seek information themselves and not only to receive 
knowledge passively through the teaching process.  

 10.3 School students must have the right to receive education in the 
required form when they are absent from school due to illness 
or any other legitimate reasons.  

 

Article 11  
The right to a proper school environment  

 

 11.1 School students should have the right to be educated in an 
adequate (learning) environment. Legislation securing a good 
work environment should be applied to schools too.  

 11.2 The social function of the schools should be taken into account 
and cared for.  

 11.3 School students must have the right to a free insurance dur-
ing school time and activities done within the educational 
programme. They must also have the right to free medical 
assistance when they get involved into an accident during 
school activities, this including practical work as a part of the 
education curriculum.  

 



Article 12  
The right to Information and Guidance  

 

 12.1 School students have the right to be adequately informed 
about their rights and possibilities as well as about the educa-
tional and participatory structures.  

 12.2 All school students must be provided with proper guidance 
and orientation in all matters of their own concern. Social and 
psychological help should be provided within the schools.  

 12.3 School students should be informed about everything that 
is of relevance for their education and its procedures. Plans 
for each subject in the curriculum should be presented to the 
school students before the beginning of each term.  

12.4 School students have the right to access all kinds of informa-
tion and knowledge without censorship or other limitations. 

 

Article 13  
Internal regulations  

 

 13.1 In every school there shall be a set of internal regulations. The 
school board or the school community will decide upon the 
content of these rules. In unclear cases, the school board, not 
the headmaster or teachers, shall do the interpretation of the 
regulations.  

 13.2 At the start of each school year, a written copy of these regula-
tions will be distributed among all the students. Any changes 
made by the school board or the school community during the 
year will be handed out in the same way.  
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Article 14  
The right to Global and Society Education  

 

 14.1 School students have the right to receive education in areas 
that are of importance for understanding the world we live in, 
such as:  

 

•	 Intercultural education  
•	 Sex education  
•	 Education promoting democratic participation in society  
•	 Environmental education  
•	 Tolerance and solidarity  
•	 Social skills  
•	 Diversity of gender and sexuality

SAFEGUARD AND SUPERVISION  
 
To safeguard that once adopted the contents of this charter are 

properly used and that the legislation concerning the school student 
rights is being followed, it is of the greatest importance that there 
are supervising authorities at every level that are competent to take 
disciplinary actions against the party which is in violation.



OBESSU Members and Observers are: 

	 AKS (Austria) ASuBiH (Bosnia Herzegovina) CANAE (Spain) DGS (Denmark)  
DOS (Slovenia) EEO (Denmark) EON (Norway) ESCU (Estonia) ESSA (United 
Kingdom) FSS (Finland) ISSU (Ireland) LAKS (Netherlands) LH (Denmark) LMS 
(Lithuania) MAKOSZ (Romania) SIF (Iceland) SLL (Finland) SUS (Slovakia) 
SVEA (Sweden) UDS (Italy) UNL (France) UNSS (Serbia) USM (Macedonia) USO 
(Switzerland)  

ESU Members are : 

	 ASG (Albania) ÖH (Austria) BSA (Belarus) FEF (Belgium) VVS(Belgium) 
SURS (Bosnia & Herzegovina) NASC(Bulgaria) UBS (Bulgaria) CSC(Croatia) 
CSU(Croatia) POFEN(Cyprus) SKRVS (Czech Republic) DSF (Denmark) EUL 
(Estonia) SAMOK (Finland) SYL(Finland) FAGE (France) UNEF (France) 
SOLG (Georgia) FZS (Germany) HÖOK (Hungary) SHI(Iceland) USI (Ireland) 
NUIS(Israel) UdU (Italy) LSA(Latvia) LSAS(Lithuania) LSS (Lithuania) UNEL 
(Luxembourg) NSUM (Macedonia), KSU (Malta), ISO (The Netherlands), LSVb 
(The Netherlands), NSU (Norway), StL (Norway), PSRP (Poland), ZSP (Poland), 
FAIRe (Portugal), ANOSR (Romania), SUS (Serbia), SRVS (Slovakia), CREUP 
(Spain), SFS (Sweden), VSS-UNES-USU (Switzerland), UASS (Ukraine), NUS-UK 
(United Kingdom)

Rue de la Sablonnière, 20 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium

Phone: +32 2 6472390 
Fax: +32 2 6472394 

The European Students’ Union 
International House of Students 
20 Rue de la Sablonnière 
1000 Bruxelles 
Belgium 
Phone: +32 2 502 23 62  



Light on the RIGHTS

19

© 2009 OBESSU. This publication is produced with the support of 
the European Commission. The information contained in this 
publication does not necessarily reflect the position of the Eu-
ropean Commission. The European Commission cannot be held 
liable for the information therein.




